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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
25th October 2026 – 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
________________________________________________________________

A thought…On Thursday last, the 22nd October, we celebrated the feast of Pope Saint John Paul II, a man whose extraordinary life and papacy left an enduring mark on the Church and the world. Yet, perhaps his greatest legacy can be found in three simple words: “Be not afraid.” These were among the first words he spoke to the world following his election as Pope in October 1978. They were words spoken at a time of considerable uncertainty, when the world was divided by political ideologies, threatened by nuclear conflict, and facing profound social change. But they were also words of faith, rooted in his conviction that Christ remains present in every age and every circumstance. His invitation to be unafraid was ultimately an invitation to trust: to trust that God is at work even when we cannot see clearly, and to believe that hope is always possible It is a message that remains relevant for today. We live in a world where fear can easily take hold: fear about the future, about illness, about growing older, about the world our children will inherit, or even about the changes taking place within our Church. The world on occasion can be an uncertain place. Maybe then we need to hear anew those words or on occasion or say them to others..	   	 Fr Dermot

Recently Deceased: 

Anniversaries 
11.00am – Jack Shortall, Fr Delahunty Tce; Timmy, Aileen, Bridie and Jerry Coffey.
5.30pm – Jack and Michael Heffernan; and those whose anniversaries occur about this time Sr Celine Jones, Br. Anthony Jones, Paddy Carpenter, Josie Walsh, Tom Kenny, Joe Thornton, Edward (Ned) Delaney, Sarah (Ciss) Walsh, Edward Walsh, Mary Saunders.

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €480.00. Baskets €1,693.94. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

The Painted Gospel: A Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi
The Adult Faith Development Pilgrimage to Italy, to Rome and Assisi, will take place in March 2027. This journey, led by Fr Dermot Ryan and Fr Kieran O’Shea, will invite people to reflect on the art and architecture in these cities as a means to open conversations around various aspects of the faith. For information see the poster in the church or visit the Ossory website. Contact Kieran Troy of Myriam Tours 057 93 55050, info@myriam.ie, WhatsApp 085179 2364

October Offering
Envelopes are ready for distribution and can be collected at Parish Office. Thank you to all who give of their time to distribute envelopes.

Cois Nore Candlelight Concert
St Mary’s Cathedral, on Saturday 5th December at 8pm, doors open 7.30pm. Performers include Niamh Sheehy, Cois Nore Choir, Orlaith Mulholland and Kilkenny Community Orchestra. Tickets €20 adults, €15 for u16s. Tickets can be bought online via https://coisnorecandlelight.eventbrite.ie and from Cois Nore House on the Waterford Road

Novena
Novena in honour of Saint Martin de Porres in the Black Abbey, 28th Oct to Thurs 5th Nov. Mass each day 10.30am & 7.30pm. Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Sunday 1st at 3.00pm.

Ossory Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2027
The dates for The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 2027 are Friday May 14th to Wednesday May 19th inclusive. Details regarding costs will follow shortly. All bookings apart from those travelling as assisted pilgrims are to be made directly with JWT. Tel. 01 241 0800.

Taizé Youth Programme 2027
A youth trip to Taizé in France organised by Ossory Youth will take place from Sunday 27th June to Sunday 4th July 2027. The programme, which runs from November 2026 to July 2027 is open to Transition year and 5th year students. Closing date for applications is Friday 6th November.  For additional information, including cost and application forms, contact Patrick Bookle, Ossory Youth at (056) 7761200, (087) 2129006 or pbookle@ossoryyouth.com

Rosary recited in James Green on Thursday the 29th of October at 6.30pm. All are welcome

Ireland’s 3rd National First Saturdays Conference
This year's conference will take place in Knock on Saturday November 28th. The day begins 10am and finishes 5pm. Speakers: Fr Patrick Cahill, Geraldine O'Donnell, Fr Leon Pereira OP, Nikki Kingsley, Fr Marius O'Reilly, Fr. Jaimie Twohig, Christine O'Hara, Fr. Mark Quinn, and Fr Philip Kemmy, Fr. John Keane will lead a Eucharistic Healing Service.  More info on www.firstsaturdays.ie. Bus leaving Butt's Green 7:00am. Contact 086 8469011 to book a seat.

The Kilkenny Stroke Support Group meet next Friday October 30th, 2.30-4pm, at Tuinscint meeting rooms, at St Canice's Hospital complex. Meetings are open to Stroke survivors and carers, are informative and social. Information - 087-7814697.

Kilkenny Bereavement Support provides free 1:1 listening support to people who are bereaved and are seeking to recruit volunteers. Volunteer Induction Training will be provided and all 4 sessions must be attended. Sat Nov 7th 10.00am to 12.00pm, Tues Nov 10th 7.00pm to 9.00pm, Tuesday Nov 17th 7.00pm to 9.00pm, Sat Nov 28th 10.00am to 12.00pm.If you have a strong interest in making a meaningful difference in the lives of people who have been bereaved, we want to hear from you. Phone: 086 0670566 or Email: director@kilkennybereavementsupport.com.

St Mary’s Cathedral Chapter House Bookshop
A large range of Christmas Mass Bouquets, Christmas Cards, Cribs, Christmas Gifts now available. Open Mon–Fri 9.30am-5.00pm. Also open after 11.00am Mass every Sunday.

Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – J. Meredith, 5.30pm – Sr Nuala.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am R. Heffernan, F. Culleton, J. Campion. 5.30pm– T. Lawlor, K. Lawlor

YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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