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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
11th October 2026 – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
________________________________________________________________

A thought…Each year, on 4 October, the Church celebrates the feast of St Francis of Assisi, one of Christianity’s most beloved saints. Francis abandoned a life of privilege to embrace poverty, simplicity and a profound love for God and all creation. His message was wonderfully simple: to live the Gospel, to care for the poor, and to recognise Christ in every person we encounter. Here in Kilkenny, the Franciscan tradition has been part of our religious’ and town's history for almost 800 years. The Friars first established themselves in the City in the thirteenth century, and their friary remains a reminder of the important place they have occupied in the spiritual life of our City and parish. Generations of people have found in the friary a warm welcome, a listening ear, a place of prayer and a practical expression of Christian charity. We give thanks for their continued presence among us.	Fr Dermot

Recently Deceased: 
Tom Knox, St Francis Tce.

Anniversaries 
11.00am – Tony Walsh, Fatima Place; Michael Dalton, St. Teresa’s Tce; and those whose anniversaries occur about this time 

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €335.00. Baskets €1,902.51. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

The Painted Gospel: A Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi
The Adult Faith Development Pilgrimage to Italy, to Rome and Assisi, will take place in March 2027. This journey, led by Fr Dermot Ryan and Fr Kieran O’Shea, will invite people to reflect on the art and architecture in these cities as a means to open conversations around various aspects of the faith. For information see the poster in the church or visit the Ossory website. Contact Kieran Troy of Myriam Tours 057 93 55050, info@myriam.ie, WhatsApp 085179 2364

October Offering
Envelopes are ready for distribution and can be collected at Parish Office. Thank you to all who give of their time to distribute envelopes.

Ossory Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2027
The dates for The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes in 2027 are Friday May 14th to Wednesday May 19th inclusive. Details regarding costs will follow shortly. All bookings apart from those travelling as assisted pilgrims are to be made directly with JWT. Tel. 01 241 0800.

Novena
Novena in honour of Saint Martin de Porres in the Black Abbey, 28th Oct to Thurs 5th Nov. Mass each day 10.30am & 7.30pm. Mass & Anointing of the Sick on Sunday 1st at 3.00pm.


St Luke’s General Hospital for Carlow/ Kilkenny Annual Remembrance Mass will take place on Wednesday 21st October 2026 October at 7:30pm in St. Canice’s Parish Church, Kilkenny for families and loved ones of patients who have died in our hospital.  The Mass, organised by the End of Life Care Committee, particularly remembers the patients who have died between 1st September 2025 and 31st August, 2026.The Mass can also be viewed via the following link:https://www.stcanicesparish.ie/web-cam/All are welcome

Loreto Secondary School Kilkenny
1st Year Enrolment-Autumn 2027-Closing Date for applications is 22nd October 2026
Applications can be made via the school website:  www.loretokk.ie 
Open Night for 6th Class Girls takes place on Thursday 24th September 2026. Tickets are available through Eventbrite via the school website:  www.loretokk.ie

St Vincent de Paul
Next Sunday 18th Collection for St Vincent de Paul after Mass.

Medjugorje Evening of Prayer-The Monthly Medjugorje Mass, with Rosary, Adoration and prayer for healing, will take place next Monday the 12th October at 7.30pm in the Oratory of St. Patrick's Parish Centre.  All are welcome.

The Hired Man
Opening on October 6th at The Watergate Kilkenny, this year’s production by Kilkenny Musical Society promises to be an emotional nostalgic journey. The Hired Man is led by local actor Owen Finnegan with Sophie Blaney-Parslow and David Doyle. This is a production you won’t want to miss. Tickets can be booked through www.watergatetheatre.com or on 056 7761674 

Kilkenny Bereavement Support provides free 1:1 listening support to people who are bereaved and are seeking to recruit volunteers. Volunteers with Kilkenny Bereavement Support are required to provide one to one support to bereaved people in our central Kilkenny location; commit one to two hours weekly at a time that suits you; attend one group supervision session each month. Volunteer Induction Training will be provided and all 4 sessions must be attended. Sat Nov 7th 10.00am to 12.00pm, Tues Nov 10th 7.00pm to 9.00pm, Tuesday Nov 17th 7.00pm to 9.00pm, Sat Nov 28th 10.00am to 12.00pm.If you have a strong interest in making a meaningful difference in the lives of people who have been bereaved, we want to hear from you. Phone: 086 0670566 or Email: director@kilkennybereavementsupport.com.


Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – R. Heffernan, 5.30pm – G. Cody.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am B. Quinn, D. Quinn, N. Molloy. 5.30pm – R. Neary, K. Lawlor.

YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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