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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
23rd August 2026 – 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
________________________________________________________________
A thought …There are many questions in the Gospels, but perhaps none is more important than the one Jesus asks his disciples this Sunday: “Who do you say I am?” At first, Jesus asks what other people are saying about him. The disciples have plenty of answers: John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, one of the prophets. There is no shortage of opinions. But then Jesus makes the question personal: “But you, who do you say I am?” We might answer as Peter did: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” We know the words. We have heard them at Mass and professed them in the Creed. But Jesus’ question asks for something more than the correct answer. It asks what difference our answer makes. If Jesus really is the Christ, does that shape the way I treat people? Does it influence the decisions I make? Does it give me hope when life is difficult? Does it challenge me to forgive, to serve, to notice those who are forgotten? Peter’s answer changes his life. Jesus entrusts him with a mission: “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church.” His Faith becomes a responsibility… that is the power of the answer to that question.   Fr Dermot

Anniversaries 
11.00am – Ollie Doran, Emmet St, Johanna Murphy, Drakelands
5.30pm – William Murphy, Poulgour and those whose anniversaries occur about this time Pauline Delaney, Patrick Blanchfield.

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €370.00. Baskets €1,825.90. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Evening Prayer with Bishop Ger
You are invited to join with Bishop Ger as he leads us for a further two Evening of Prayer in preparation for his installation as Bishop of Ossory on 13th September 2026 when he begins his ministry as our Bishop. Beginning at 7.30pm each evening. All are welcome.
· Friday 28th August 2026, Church of the Assumption, Owning, Templeorum parish (Oldest Church in the Diocese of Ossory 1798)
· Friday 4th September 2026, St Kieran’s Church, Seir Kieran, Co. Offaly.

Cathedral Gift Shop
As you know we have the Cathedral Gift shop open Monday to Friday in the chapterhouse. It is certainly popular with tourists and with people from Kilkenny who want to get cards, candles, a medal or rosary, a bible or simply a nice gift for someone or some occasion. Why not drop in  as you leave Mass in these weeks to get a sense of what is there, on Sundays for 30 mins after the 11am Mass to make it more accessible to parishioners at a convenient time. Your support is greatly appreciated.

St. Mary’s Day Centre
Volunteers required every Wednesday from 12.15–2.30pm. Contact Terri 056/7770789 Wednesday and Thursday from 10.00am–3.30pm or email stmarysdaycentrekk@gmail.com

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

Rosary will be recited in St James Green on Thursday, 27th August at 6.30pm. All welcome

The Painted Gospel: A Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi
The Adult Faith Development Pilgrimage to Italy, to Rome and Assisi, will take place in March 2027. This journey, led by Fr Dermot Ryan and Fr Kieran O’Shea, will invite people to reflect on the art and architecture in these cities as a means to open conversations around various aspects of the faith. For further information see the poster in the church or visit the Ossory website. For bookings please contact Kieran Troy of Myriam Tours 057 93 55050, info@myriam.ie or WhatsApp 085 179 2364

Knock trip arranged by Vincent de Paul Society takes place on Saturday 12th September. Bus leaving Butts Green at 8am. Cost €25. All are welcome. Contact Geoff on 087/2559820

ALONE Volunteer Meet & Greet
Interested in volunteering in your community? Meet the ALONE team at Kilkenny Volunteer Centre and learn how you can support older people locally. Drop in for a friendly chat, ask questions and discover more about volunteering with ALONE.   Everyone is welcome, whether you are ready to volunteer or simply curious. Tuesday 25th August 11.00am-1.00pm. Contact: info@volunteerkilkenny.ie or 089 4879940, Kilkenny Volunteer Centre, 11 Irishtown, Kilkenny, R95 KHR6

Castlecomer Parish
The relic of Saint Carlo Acutis has returned to the Parish Church.  All are welcome to pray before the relic. The Church is open daily from 9am-5pm.

St Joseph Men's Camino
Every Camino changes us in ways we don't expect, every man needs one. Join men from across Ireland on Saturday 12th September for a 25km pilgrimage through the Boyne Valley, beginning in Drogheda. The day includes Mass, Adoration, Rosary, Confessions, fraternity, lunch and dinner, with after-dinner speaker Fr Mark Quinn. Open to men aged 18+. Cost: €65 (student  €55). Registration, accommodation and details: www.dominicans.ie/events. Enquiries: op.evangelisation@gmail.com.

Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – M. Whelan,  5.30pm – G. Cody.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am R. Heffernan, F. Culleton, J. Campion. 5.30pm-T. Lawlor, K. Lawlor.

YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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