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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
9th August 2026 – 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
________________________________________________________________

A thought … This Sunday’s Gospel gives us one of the most memorable scenes in the New Testament. The disciples are struggling against the wind and the waves when Jesus comes to them, walking on the water. At first they are terrified, thinking they are seeing a ghost. But then they hear the words that have brought comfort to Christians in every age: “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” To be honest, for everyone, life sometimes feels like that stormy sea. We encounter illness, grief, uncertainty, family worries, financial pressures, or simply the relentless pace of life itself. At times we can feel as though we are rowing hard but making little progress. We may even wonder where God is amid the difficulties we face. The Gospel reminds us that Christ is never absent from the boat. He comes to us, often in unexpected ways, speaking peace into our difficulties. His presence does not always remove the storm immediately, but it gives us the courage to face it with hope. Faith is not the absence of difficulties; it is the confidence that we do not face them alone.				Fr Dermot

Anniversaries 
11.00am – Noel Byrne, Parnell St, Jimmy Moore, Kickham St.
5.30pm – Months Mind: Elizabeth Allen, Drakelands.

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €765.00. Baskets €1,395.89. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Gift Shop
As you know we have the Cathedral Gift shop open Monday to Friday in the chapterhouse. It is certainly popular with tourists and with people from Kilkenny who want to get cards, candles, a medal or rosary, a bible or simply a nice gift for someone or some occasion. Why not drop in  as you leave Mass in these weeks to get a sense of what is there, on Sundays for 30 mins after the 11am Mass to make it more accessible to parishioners at a convenient time. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

Book Fair in St John’s Parish Centre in aid of the Rise & Shine Trust
A book fair will take place in St John’s Parish Centre on Friday 14th, Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th August. All proceeds will go to The Rise & Shine Trust (formerly Irish Pilgrimage Trust) of which Fr Dan Carroll is the National Chaplain. The Trust provides a fun pilgrimage/trip to Lourdes each Easter for young people with additional needs. Have a look - choose a book - support a trip! 
The Painted Gospel: A Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi
The Adult Faith Development Pilgrimage to Italy, to Rome and Assisi, will take place in March 2027. This journey, led by Fr Dermot Ryan and Fr Kieran O’Shea, will invite people to reflect on the art and architecture in these cities as a means to open conversations around various aspects of the faith. For further information see the poster in the church or visit the Ossory website. For bookings please contact Kieran Troy of Myriam Tours 057 93 55050, info@myriam.ie or WhatsApp 085 179 2364

Knock trip arranged by Vincent de Paul Society takes place on Saturday 12th September. Bus leaving Butts Green at 8am. Cost €25. All are welcome. Contact Geoff on 087/2559820

Medjugorje Evening of Prayer 
The Monthly Medjugorje Mass, with Rosary, Adoration and prayer for healing, will take place Monday 10th August at 7.30pm in the Oratory of St Patrick's Parish Centre.  All are welcome.

Higher Diploma in Theological Studies Applications close 15th August
This one-year, evening/weekend at St Patrick’s College Maynooth, Level 8, 60 ECTS credits programme gives a foundation in Theological Studies to students who hold a primary degree in another discipline. This Higher Diploma meets all the Teaching Council of Ireland’s Requirements for the teaching of Religious Studies at post-primary level. Further information on the college website. 

Youth 2000 Summer Festival 13th–16th August. Calling all young people aged 16–35! Join us at the Youth 2000 Summer Festival in Newbridge College, Co. Kildare. This is a donation-only event, with free buses available across the country and all meals included.
Expect inspiring talks and workshops, Youth Mass, music, prayer, and plenty of opportunities to chill out and meet other young Catholics. Whether you are new to the faith or looking to be refreshed. To register or find out more, visit youth2000.ie or follow @Youth2000Ireland.

Kilkenny Adult Learning Service
Open Day Thursday 20th August 10.00am to 1.00pm.  43 Upper Patrick St. Kilkenny.

St. Mary’s Day Centre
Volunteers required every Wednesday from 12.15–2.30pm. Contact Terri 056/7770789 Wednesday and Thursday from 10.00am–3.30pm or email stmarysdaycentrekk@gmail.com

Castlecomer Parish
The relic of Saint Carlo Acutis has returned to the Parish Church.  All are welcome to pray before the relic. The Church is open daily from 9am-5pm.

Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – R. Heffernan,   5.30pm – M. Ryan.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am B. Quinn, D. Quinn, N. Molloy.. 5.30pm-T. Lawlor, K. Meighan.

YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
image1.png




