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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
5th July 2026 – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
________________________________________________________________

A thought …This past week we celebrated the Feast of St Oliver Plunkett. His story reminds us that God often does his greatest work through quiet faithfulness. Oliver lived at a time when it was dangerous to be a Catholic priest, let alone the Archbishop of Armagh. Yet he never abandoned his people. He travelled in secret to celebrate the sacraments, encouraged priests who were afraid, cared for the poor, and patiently built up the Church. When he was falsely accused and sentenced to death, he did not allow hatred to take root in his heart. From the scaffold, he forgave those who had condemned him and placed his life into God's hands. His final witness was not one of anger, but of peace. For most of us, discipleship is found in the ordinary moments of each day: taking time to pray, showing kindness when it is difficult, forgiving an old hurt, encouraging someone who is struggling, or quietly remaining faithful when no one else notices. These are the places where saints are made.
Fr Dermot

Recently Deceased

Anniversaries 
11.00am – Michael Quinlan Jnr, Dominic St, Danny Phelan, Stephen St
5.30pm – Brendan Lawlor, High St and those whose anniversaries occur about this time Renee Murphy.

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €380.00.00. Baskets €1,446.03. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

Changing Gears is an in person course, which supports people in dealing with transitions or significant life-challenges (retirement, bereavement, job-loss, ill health, becoming a carer, relationship breakdown) in mid to later life.  Its aim is to help participants to identify what has served them well thus far in life, the successes and challenges they have experienced, what supports they have in their lives and what they may need to put in place, and/or discard, for the next stage of life. It takes place over five weeks and is a facilitated group experience that uses a blend of personal reflection, worksheets, and small group sharing, in a safe environment. Kilkenny Mayfair Library on Thursday 16th, 23rd, 30th July and 6th, 13th August from 11.00-13.30 (refreshments provided). This course has been funded by the HSE and is free of charge.  Participation requires attendance at each of the five sessions.

The Painted Gospel: A Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi
The Adult Faith Development Pilgrimage to Italy, to Rome and Assisi, will take place in March 2027. This journey, led by Fr Dermot Ryan and Fr Kieran O’Shea, will invite people to reflect on the art and architecture in these cities as a means to open conversations around various aspects of the faith. For further information see the poster in the church or visit the Ossory website. For bookings please contact Kieran Troy of Myriam Tours 057 93 55050, info@myriam.ie or WhatsApp 085 179 2364

Medjugorje Pilgrimage August 25th 2026 ex Cork. 7 nights Half Board in Hotel Leone. Only 6 places left. Cost €949.00pps. Group Leader: Sean O'Shaughnessy WhatsApp: 0862959380 or medjugorjecork@icloud.com. 

Higher Diploma in Theological Studies Applications close 15th August
This one-year, evening/weekend at St Patrick’s College Maynooth, Level 8, 60 ECTS credits programme gives a foundation in Theological Studies to students who hold a primary degree in another discipline. This Higher Diploma meets all the Teaching Council of Ireland’s Requirements for the teaching of Religious Studies at post-primary level. Further information on the college website. 

Foulkstown Cemetery Mass will take place on Thursday, 30th July at 7.30pm

Youth 2000 Summer Festival 13th–16th August. Calling all young people aged 16–35! Join us at the Youth 2000 Summer Festival in Newbridge College, Co. Kildare. This is a donation-only event, with free buses available across the country and all meals included.
Expect inspiring talks and workshops, Youth Mass, music, prayer, and plenty of opportunities to chill out and meet other young Catholics. Whether you are new to the faith or looking to be refreshed. To register or find out more, visit youth2000.ie or follow @Youth2000Ireland.

St Mary’s Cathedral, Chapter House Bookshop
As you know we have the Cathedral Gift shop open each day from 9am-5pm on the sacristy corridor. It is very popular with tourists and with people from Kilkenny for gifts, cards, medals rosary beads etc. Recently the Parish Council discussed making it available to people at weekends and to do that we have set up a “small” Cathedral gift shop at the back of the church.  It will be open each Sunday after the 11am mass for 30 mins or so - if you are looking to pick up a card or anything else why not go there.
Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – R. Heffernan,   5.30pm – T. Lawlor.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am K. Moran, M. Walsh, R. Heffernan, 5.30pm-F. Culleton, T. Lawlor.

YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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