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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
17th May 2026 – The Ascension of the Lord
________________________________________________________________

A thought …This past week all of the students who are preparing for the Leaving Certificate have finished their formal schooling. In many instances they are at home studying or calling into the schools to seek the help of a teacher on a particular question or area. In the blink of an eye their years of secondary school are coming to an end. They started as young children and hopefully are now heading out as mature young adults. In our schools they learn far more than their subjects - they learn morals, faith, how to carry themselves in our world. They learn from teachers, parents, grandparents and, in a real way, each other. We pray that the lessons learned stand them well into the future. 		Fr Dermot

Anniversaries 
11.00am - Elaine and James Phelan, Dean Cavanagh Place; Alice Shasby, Rioch St; Birdie and Ralph Kavanagh, St. Francis Tce; and those whose anniversaries occur about this time Godfrey, Patty, John, Angela, Fr Philip and Patrick Ryan, Bridget Lawlor, Patricia Casey, Declan Casey, Paddy Howard, Paddy Sharkey.

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €340.00. Baskets €1,382.64. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

National Epilepsy Week 2026 takes place on 18th May - 25th May. For further information, please visit www.epilepsy.ie/content/national-epilepsy-week-2026-epilepsyweek.

The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from May 25 to May 30, 2026.
All bookings should be made through Joe Walsh Tours by telephone 01-2410800,or online www.joewalshtours.ie/pilgrimages/group-diocesan-pilgrimages/ or by post to JWT 89 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2,  D02WY88. SPECIAL ASSISTED/SICK SECTION Pilgrims who would like to travel with the Special Assisted Section should apply to Anna Colleton at a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie This special section is accommodated at the Accueil. Acceptance for travel with the special section for the sick is subject to the approval of the Pilgrimage Medical Board. Early booking is advisable as space is limited to one plane load.

Rosary will be recited each Sunday during May at the Grotto on the Callan Road at 3pm.

Kilkenny Archaeological Society A Lecture on Cardinal Saint John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 'Friend of Ireland' by Rev. Dr Tom Norris will take place on Wednesday 20th May at 7.30pm in Rothe House, Parliament Street.  All are welcome
Diocesan Nurse 
The Diocese of Ossory requires a Nurse to provide an advocacy and support service to Priests in the Diocese of Ossory. The Diocese comprises  of 42 parishes in Counties, Kilkenny, Laois and Offaly. The post will be part-time, flexible and initially for a three-year period. The ideal candidate must be:
· A registered General Nurse (ideally with Community experience).
· Self-motivated and have the ability to co-ordinate care planning in a community based environment.
· Possess excellent communication skills.
· Competency in time management.
· Full clean driving licence and own transport are essential.
Please email your application to admin@ossory.ie or by post to The Diocesan Secretary, Diocesan Office, James’s Street, Kilkenny R95 NH60. Closing date for applications is Friday, 29th May 2026.

Free Community Event entitled Managing and Keeping your Money Safe
Rivercourt Hotel, Tuesday 27th May from 10.30am to 12.00pm in conjunction with Adult Literacy for Life, NALA, KCETB, MABS and AIB Bank the following topics will be discussed.
· Keeping your money safe from fraud
· Budgeting 
· Preparing for Financial Emergencies
· The supports that are available locally
There will be a Q&A session and local organisations will have stands at the event.

Freshford Bridge Club
Summer Bridge commences in Threecastles Hall, Tulla- Eircode R95WK45 on Monday 8th June, 2026 at 7.30pm. All are welcome.

Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – M. Finnegan,   5.30pm – T. Lawlor.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am-F. Culleton, R. Heffernan, B. Dunphy, 5.30pm-K. Moran, M. Walsh.

YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends

Queen of the May
1. Bring flowers of the fairest Bring flowers the rarest, From garden and woodland and hillside and dale; Our full hearts are swelling, Our glad voices telling The praise of the loveliest flower of the vale!
Refrain: O Mary, we crown thee with blossoms today! Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May. O Mary, we crown thee with blossoms today, Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May.
2. Our voices ascending, in harmony blending, Oh! thus may our hearts turn, dear Mother, to thee; Oh! thus shall we prove thee how truly we love thee, How dark without Mary, life's journey would be. Refrain
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