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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
19th April 2026 – Second Sunday of Easter
________________________________________________________________

A thought … This past week above my office at the College the students there have been doing the practical exams for the Leaving Certificate Music exam. It was wonderful to have the accompaniment of the music when I was in the office. I was amazed at two things as I saw the lads heading up for the exams - one, how calm they were trusting in the work done and their ability and, two, the fact that most of them walked up without sheet music! I asked one of them about this and he said he’d be fine... It is a gift to be that confident and to have the trust in the work done… I have no idea what the marks will be like but from where I sat - they were gifted... A credit to themselves, their families and teachers and all who introduced them to music. At such a young age to have the instruments speaking... May we all encourage young talents when we encounter them.		Fr Dermot


Anniversaries 
11.00am-Elizabeth, Justin and Kevin Ruth Kickham Street and those whose anniversaries occur about this time James O’Leary, Josie Kavanagh Blanchfield, Margaret Kerwick, Jim Langton, Mary Crotty.

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €380.00. Baskets €1,461.26. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

Evening with The Kilkenny Choir
On Saturday 2nd May at 7.00pm under the baton of their director Patrick Rafter, The
Kilkenny Choir will perform the wonderful Requiem by Gabriel Fauré in St Canice’s Cathedral.
This wonderful widely acclaimed work was completed in 1889, and the ninety-five person
choral choir will be accompanied by professional soloists, orchestra, and organist. In addition to the Requiem, The Kilkenny Choir will sing Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel Fauré and
Panis Angelicus for Choirs by César Franck. For choral music lovers this is an evening not to be missed. Tickets are available at: www.thekilkennychoir.com; Eventbrite; and on the door. Under 18’s are free.

The Kilkenny Stroke Support Group meet next Friday April 24th, 2.30-4pm, at Tuiscint day services meeting rooms, at St Canice’s Hospital Complex Old Dublin Road, Kilkenny off J6. Meetings are open to Stroke survivors and carers. For info call/text Lynda 0867814697.



Good Shepherd Sunday - Vocations Sunday – Sunday, 26th April 2026 – Televised Mass RTE1 at 11 am
Bishop Phonsie Cullinan, Chair of the Council for Vocations, will celebrate Mass in St. Canice’s Catholic Church, Dean Street, Kilkenny, on Vocations Sunday, April 26th at 11.00 am. The Mass will be broadcast live on RTÉ One and streamed online. “It is a great privilege as Apostolic Administrator to welcome the Mass for Vocations Sunday here to St Canice’s Church in the historic heart of Kilkenny City. It is also a privilege to welcome all you who will join St Canice’s Parish from your own homes and who will pray along with us courtesy of RTE and Scratch films.  Prayer is the foundation of our relationship with God and in this Vocations Sunday Prayers we ask the Holy Spirit to fill the hearts and minds of people in our Country, that they may respond generously to what the Spirit asks of us”, Bishop Ger Nash. All are warmly invited to attend this special celebration. Please note that RTÉ requests all members of the congregation to be seated by 10.30 am sharp.

The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from May 25 to May 30, 2026.
All bookings should be made through Joe Walsh Tours by telephone 01-2410800,or online www.joewalshtours.ie/pilgrimages/group-diocesan-pilgrimages/ or by post to JWT 89 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2,  D02WY88. SPECIAL ASSISTED/SICK SECTION Pilgrims who would like to travel with the Special Assisted Section should apply to Anna Colleton at a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie This special section is accommodated at the Accueil. Acceptance for travel with the special section for the sick is subject to the approval of the Pilgrimage Medical Board. Early booking is advisable as space is limited to one plane load.

Kilkenny Bereavement Support invite you to a talk “Suicide Bereavement, From Heartbreak to Hope” Thursday 30th April, 7.00pm in Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny. Adm free, booking on www.eventbrite.ie recommended. Speakers Christy Kenneally is a novelist, poet & broadcaster and Dr. Linda Finnegan a clinical psychologist & psychotherapist will address how a death by Suicide can devastate the lives of those left behind. From ‘Heartbreak to Hope’ will address the Shock, Pain, Anger and Sadness that are part of the bereaved’s new reality. From ‘Heartbreak to Hope’ is also for any person who wants to help someone bereaved by suicide but who doesn’t know what to say or not to say, what to do or how to be.

Patrick Feeney in Concert: An evening with Patrick Feeney & his band on their Gospel Concert Tour Saturday April 25th, Church of St Joseph & St Brigid, Bóthar na Naomh Church, Thurles, 8.00pm. Ticket Donation: €30, Cathedral Reroofing Project. Tickets Thurles Parish Centre (0504 22229), Bookworm, Liberty Square (0504 22257), Holycross Parish Office (0504 43124).

Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – M. Whelan,   5.30pm – K. Meighan.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am- F. Culleton, R. Heffernan, J. Campion, 5.30pm-T. Lawlor, K. Lawlor.
YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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