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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
12th April 2026 – Second Sunday of Easter
________________________________________________________________

A thought … On Good Friday we prayed the Stations of the Cross at 7pm. This moment of prayer and reflection was led by some of the many John Paul II Award students from our parish and diocese. There was no adult involvement bar a welcome and a goodbye - it was really special to see these young Transition Year students lead us in prayer. It was simple, yet quite moving. For our Chrism Mass it was also young people who carried up the Oils, they also welcomed people into the church as we arrived. We are blessed here in the parish with students who read, serve as Eucharistic Ministers and serve at Mass. Thanks to them, and to those who encourage them... It is lovely to see the next generations of believers step up to lead in our parishes.  							Fr Dermot

Recently Deceased	:  Paddy Fry, O’Loughlin Road.

Anniversaries 
11.00am - Sr. Angela Maher, Presentation Convent; Nora Connick, Fatima Place; Richard and Brigid Kenny, Stephen St; Tom Dunne, Thomas and Josephine Cantwell, Francis Tce; and deceased members of the Cantwell Family; and those whose anniversaries occur about this time Arthur Connick, Paddy Cahill. 

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €365.00. Baskets €1,550.21. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from May 25 to May 30, 2026.
All bookings should be made through Joe Walsh Tours by telephone 01-2410800,or online www.joewalshtours.ie/pilgrimages/group-diocesan-pilgrimages/ or by post to JWT 89 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2,  D02WY88. SPECIAL ASSISTED/SICK SECTION Pilgrims who would like to travel with the Special Assisted Section should apply to Anna Colleton at a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie This special section is accommodated at the Accueil. Acceptance for travel with the special section for the sick is subject to the approval of the Pilgrimage Medical Board. Early booking is advisable as space is limited to one plane load.

Lenten, Easter and Trocaire Envelopes
A gentle reminder to return your Lenten, Easter and Trocaire envelopes. A sincere thank you to those who have already done so.
Evening with The Kilkenny Choir
On Saturday 2nd May at 7.00pm under the baton of their director Patrick Rafter, The
Kilkenny Choir will perform the wonderful Requiem by Gabriel Fauré in St Canice’s Cathedral.
This wonderful widely acclaimed work was completed in 1889, and the ninety-five person
choral choir will be accompanied by professional soloists, orchestra, and organist. In addition to the Requiem, The Kilkenny Choir will sing Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel Fauré and
Panis Angelicus for Choirs by César Franck. For choral music lovers this is an evening not to be missed. Tickets are available at: www.thekilkennychoir.com; Eventbrite; and on the door. Under 18’s are free.

The 5th National Conference on Stroke organised by the South Tipperary Stroke Commuication Group will take place at the Cashel Palace Hotel, Cashel on Monday April 27th commencing at 10.00am with entry for viewing of support stands at 9:30am. Speakers include Professor Ronán Collins, Clinical Lead Irish National Stroke Programme, Dr. Patrick Nicholson, Consultant Neurointerventional Radiologist at Beacon Hospital, and a number of other speakers including stroke survivors. Admission is free but is by registration on Eventbrite. Please search for 2026 National Conference on Stroke, Cashel Palace Hotel or at this link; https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/2026-national-conference-on-stroke-cashel-palace-hotel-cashel-tickets-1983736592549

Diocesan Ministry Discernment Programme Begins  
Last October, we launched the Ministry of Catechist in the Diocese of Ossory. The initiative has received a very encouraging response, with more than thirty people from across the diocese applying to take part in a programme of discernment. Each of these applicants is exploring the possibility that God may be calling them to a particular form of Pastoral Ministry within the Church, building upon the Baptismal vocation they are already living out in their families, parishes, and local communities. The discernment programme will continue until the summer with monthly gatherings, individual accompaniment, input from guest speakers on topics such as Prayer, Spirituality, Scripture, Teamwork and the Theology of Ministry, as well as a Retreat. At the end of the discernment period, participants will consider whether to apply for the programme of formation offered in collaboration with St Patrick’s College Maynooth. 

Medjugorje Evening of Prayer The monthly Medjugorje Mass, with Rosary, Adoration and prayer for healing, will take place next Monday the 13th April at 7.30pm in the Oratory of St. Patrick's Parish Centre.  All are welcome.

St Mary’s Cathedral, Chapter House Bookshop
Open Monday-Friday 9.30am-5.00pm. Beautiful selection of First Communion, Confirmation, Wedding, Baptism gifts. Cards for all occasions. 
Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – J. Meredith,   5.30pm – T. Lawlor.
Eucharistic Ministers: 11.00am-B. Quinn, D. Quinn, N. Molloy, 5.30pm-B. Cagney, R. Neary.
YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.
Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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