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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
29th March 2026 – Palm Sunday
________________________________________________________________

A thought … For some of the days of this past week we travelled with a group of pilgrims from the Diocese to Italy - visiting places such as Venice, Padua, Bologna and Vicenza. What a marvel it was to stand in such wonderful places filled with art, history, culture and so many riches of the faith. As part of the tour, on one occasion our guide noted that if you wanted to teach people the beauty of hurling you would not start with the rules and regulations but instead show them the wonder and beauty of a match - and that is what we did there.. We stood before many wonderful works of very famous artists - one that stays with me is the works of the Italian painter Giotto from the 1300s. We visited the very famous Scrovegni Chapel, in Padua, which was completed around 1305. his works are famous as they are the first ever to revolutionise painting by breaking away from Byzantine flat styles to create realistic, emotional, and three-dimensional figures - to bring the story of our faith to life for people.  It occurs to me as we approach this Holy Week - how it is that the story becomes very real, and very much three dimensional if we let ourselves be open to it. Why not let us wonder together this week as this story unfolds.   				Fr. Dermot	

Anniversaries
11.00am  – Barbara Kenna, Kickham St, Ann O’Brien, Fr. Murphy Square.and those whose anniversaries occur about this time Brendan Reidy, Michael O'Shaughnessy, Paddy Blanchfield, Nora and William Lanigan,

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €355.00, Baskets €1,604.15. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from May 25 to May 30, 2026.
All bookings should be made through Joe Walsh Tours by telephone 01-2410800,or online www.joewalshtours.ie/pilgrimages/group-diocesan-pilgrimages/ or by post to JWT 89 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2,  D02WY88. SPECIAL ASSISTED/SICK SECTION Pilgrims who would like to travel with the Special Assisted Section should apply to Anna Colleton at a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie This special section is accommodated at the Accueil. Acceptance for travel with the special section for the sick is subject to the approval of the Pilgrimage Medical Board. Early booking is advisable as space is limited to one plane load.



Evening with The Kilkenny Choir
On Saturday 2nd May at 7.00pm under the baton of their director Patrick Rafter, The
Kilkenny Choir will perform the wonderful Requiem by Gabriel Fauré in St Canice’s Cathedral.
This wonderful widely acclaimed work was completed in 1889, and the ninety-five person
choral choir will be accompanied by professional soloists, orchestra, and organist. In addition to the Requiem, The Kilkenny Choir will sing Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel Fauré and
Panis Angelicus for Choirs by César Franck. For choral music lovers this is an evening not to be missed. Tickets are available at: www.thekilkennychoir.com; Eventbrite; and on the door. Under 18’s are free.

Diocesan Ministry Discernment Programme Begins  
Last October, we launched the Ministry of Catechist in the Diocese of Ossory. The initiative has received a very encouraging response, with more than thirty people from across the diocese applying to take part in a programme of discernment. Each of these applicants is exploring the possibility that God may be calling them to a particular form of Pastoral Ministry within the Church, building upon the Baptismal vocation they are already living out in their families, parishes, and local communities. The first gathering of applicants took place on 4 December 2025, and on Saturday 28 February participants formally began their journey of discernment at St Patrick’s Pastoral Centre, Loughboy. The day was facilitated by Ms Gemma Mulligan, Diocesan Pastoral Coordinator and Fr Kieran O’ Shea. Bishop Ger Nash, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese, was the main speaker and all present were delighted to witness Bishop Ger’s enthusiasm for the programme, his encouragement, and assurance of continued support. The discernment programme will continue until the summer with monthly gatherings, individual accompaniment, input from guest speakers on topics such as Prayer, Spirituality, Scripture, Teamwork and the Theology of Ministry, as well as a Retreat. At the end of the discernment period, participants will consider whether to apply for the programme of formation offered in collaboration with St Patrick’s College Maynooth. All are encouraged.

Easter Envelopes
Envelopes are now ready for distribution and can be collected at parish office.  Thank you to all who distribute our envelopes.  It is much appreciated. 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Chapter House Bookshop
Open Monday-Friday 9.30am-5.00pm. Beautiful selection of First Communion, Confirmation, Wedding, Baptism gifts. Cards for all occasions. 
Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – J. Meredith,   5.30pm – T. Lawlor.
YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.

Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
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