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Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie
15th March 2026 – 4th Sunday of Lent
________________________________________________________________

A thought … In the past two weeks we have celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation with the three schools in the parish and the Sacrament of First Confession. It occurs to me what a gift these parents are giving to their children.  We, those of us who have faith, know hiw important it is in life - we have a sense that there is something bigger than our world, a God who cares for us.  we have that faith in the great moments of life - in the good days but also in those that are difficult. When we suffer loss, hardship or some setback we have prayer, and a God that we can turn to… What a gift the parents of these children have given them. It is something they will have for life - and probably in varying degrees, but once the seed is sown then there is always the possibility. Thank you to those parents for the gift they have given this next generation.						Fr. Dermot	

Anniversaries
11.00am – Months Mind: Kathleen Holohan, Fatima Place, Christina McCormack and all mothers and those whose anniversaries occur about this time 

Weekly Collections 
Envelopes: €435.00, Baskets €1,444.71. Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated.

St. Patrick’s Day
Mass at 11.00am.  No Evening Mass.	

Cathedral Cafe
Have you been to the Cafe that is re-opened here at the Cathedral. They are open each Saturday and Sunday and they are being well supported - why not stop down after Mass or the next weekend when you are in town. Profits there support the work of Teac Tom and those working there always have a smile and a warm welcome for visitors.

Questions during Lent - Monday nights
Development Group in the Diocese has invited expert speakers to help us reflect on these questions. Please join us for this short evening of conversation: 
· Guns and Policing - Enforcement or Fear - led by Prof Tobias Winright, former police office in USA, St Kieran’s College, Monday 16th March 7pm 

The Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from May 25 to May 30, 2026.
All bookings should be made through Joe Walsh Tours by telephone 01-2410800,or online www.joewalshtours.ie/pilgrimages/group-diocesan-pilgrimages/ or by post to JWT 89 Harcourt Street, Dublin 2,  D02WY88. SPECIAL ASSISTED/SICK SECTION Pilgrims who would like to travel with the Special Assisted Section should apply to Anna Colleton at a.colleton@cbskilkenney.ie This special section is accommodated at the Accueil. Acceptance for travel with the special section for the sick is subject to the approval of the Pilgrimage Medical Board. Early booking is advisable as space is limited to one plane load.
Diocesan Ministry Discernment Programme Begins  
Last October, we launched the Ministry of Catechist in the Diocese of Ossory. The initiative has received a very encouraging response, with more than thirty people from across the diocese applying to take part in a programme of discernment. Each of these applicants is exploring the possibility that God may be calling them to a particular form of Pastoral Ministry within the Church, building upon the Baptismal vocation they are already living out in their families, parishes, and local communities. The first gathering of applicants took place on 4 December 2025, and on Saturday 28 February participants formally began their journey of discernment at St Patrick’s Pastoral Centre, Loughboy. The day was facilitated by Ms Gemma Mulligan, Diocesan Pastoral Coordinator and Fr Kieran O’ Shea. Bishop Ger Nash, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese, was the main speaker and all present were delighted to witness Bishop Ger’s enthusiasm for the programme, his encouragement, and assurance of continued support.The discernment programme will continue until the summer with monthly gatherings, individual accompaniment, input from guest speakers on topics such as Prayer, Spirituality, Scripture, Teamwork and the Theology of Ministry, as well as a Retreat. At the end of the discernment period, participants will consider whether to apply for the programme of formation offered in collaboration with St Patrick’s College Maynooth. All are encouraged to keep the participants in their prayers as they discern their call to pastoral ministry and seek to serve the Church in the Diocese of Ossory. We hope that their response and commitment will encourage many others to follow the same path in the future. 

Easter Envelopes
Envelopes are now ready for distribution and can be collected at parish office.  Thank you to all who distribute our envelopes.  It is much appreciated. 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Chapter House Bookshop
Open Monday-Friday 9.30am-5.00pm. Beautiful selection of First Communion, Confirmation, Wedding, Baptism gifts. Cards for all occasions. 
Readers Next Weekend 11.00am – K. Meighan,   5.30pm – Sr. Nuala.
Eucharistic Ministers 11.00am–F Culleton, B. Dunphy, R. Heffernan: 5.30pm–T. Lawlor, K. Lawlor.
YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPS: Sr Betty Cagney, Martina Lawlor
Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633
TUSLA:  Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201  
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies.

Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends
Au Sang Qu’un Dieu
God of mercy and compassion, look with pity upon me;
Father, let me call thee Father, ‘tis thy child returns to thee.
Jesus, Lord, I ask for mercy, knowing it is not in vain:
All my sins I now detest them, help me not to sin again.
See our Saviour, bleeding, dying on the cross of Calvery;
To that cross my sins have nailed him, yet he bleeds and dies for me.
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