
 
ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL 

Parish Office: St Mary’s Cathedral, James’s Street, Kilkenny 
Tel: (056) 772 1253  Email: stmaryscathedral@ossory.ie 
Rev Dermot Ryan, Adm. Email: dermotryan@ossory.ie 

23rd March 2025 – Third Sunday of Lent 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Thought.... This past week the boys and girls from the CBS and Presentation Primary 
schools celebrated the Ceremony of Light. This simple, yet powerful moment of prayer, saw 
them take responsibility for their own faith. When they were baptised their Godparents took a 
lighted candle from the Paschal candle and held it as they, and the parents, professed faith 
and promised to pass it on, by word and example, to the child. Now, just before they are to 
celebrate Confirmation, the children stand with their own candles and take responsibility for it 
themselves. They are people of faith, the Holy Spirit is active in their lives and they promise to 
try to nurture that gift in life… At some point we too took responsibility for our faith - coming to 
Mass, praying with others is our way of nurturing it - or at least it is one aspect of our way of 
nurturing it.     Fr Dermot 
 
Please remember the following in your prayers  
Anniversaries 
11.00am – James Brennan, Drakelands; Mona and James Fogarty, Brennan and Fogarty 
families. 
5.30pm – Maureen Murphy, Drakelands and those whose anniversaries occur about this time 
John and Annie Free, Liam Bergin. 
 

Weekly Collections  
Envelopes €435.00; Baskets €1,111.53 Your support of the parish is greatly appreciated. 

 

Ossory Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 19th-25th May 2025 
The Ossory Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from 19th-25th May 2025. Bus 
transport from Loughboy Shopping Centre and Castlecomer GAA pitch to Cork Airport. Full  
religious programme. Choice of 3* & 4* hotels €949 and €995 respectively. Bookings JWT 
01-2410800 or info@joewalshtours.ie. Assisted pilgrims contact Fr Anthony O’Connor 087-
2517766. 

  

Medjugorje International Youth Festival 2nd to 9th August 2025. Spiritual Director Rev. 
David Lane. €799.00 half board including flights from Cork. €50 discount if deposit paid by 
15th January. Travel with Joe Walsh Tours. Group Leader Anna O’Shaughnessy 089 4038650 
/086 2959380. Only 25 places available for this group. 
 
Ceardlann na hArdteiste 2025/Leaving Cert Irish Oral Exam Workshop 2025 
A three part Leaving Cert Irish Oral Workshop which will cover all elements of the Leaving 
Cert Irish Oral exam will take place Johnswell Community Hall on the following date: 8th, 
15th and 22nd of March. These workshops will provide an opportunity for students to learn, 
prepare and practice for their upcoming Leaving Cert Irish Oral Exam. To book or for further 
information please contact tobarnagaeilge@yahoo.com or 0876673302 (Maria Ní Thuama). 

St Mary's Cathedral Cafe 
Our Volunteers:  Everyone who greets you in St. Mary’s Cathedral café are volunteers giving 
their time freely.  They believe in making our café a space where people of the community can 
connect & know they are not alone. Why Support us: Teac Tom provides affordable and 
immediate services to help those struggling with their mental health or who have been 
bereaved by suicide.  All profits from St Mary’s Cathedral Café go directly to supporting mental 
health services & suicide intervention provided by Teac Tom. Please call in to your community 
cafe for a cuppa. We're open at the moment Saturday 10am-4pm and Sunday 10am-1pm 

 
Walk in Jenkinstown Wood 
A guided walk in Jenkinstown Wood for John Paul II Award participants, but also for all young 
people. Led by Fr Eamonn O’Gorman, with Gemma Mulligan. Come along on the morning - all 
welcome. Jenkinstown Wood, Saturday, 5th April 2025 at 11.00am. 

 
Kilkenny Medjugorje Pilgrimage 
Direct Flight to Mostar Medjugorje 4th–11th June 2025. (Month of the Sacred Heart and 
includes Pentecost Sunday). Hotel near the church cost €875 accompanied by Spiritual 
Director. For bookings contact Ann on 086 1991620 or 086 8825622 
 

National Pilgrimage to Knock 
The Apostolate of Eucharistic Adoration National Pilgrimage to Knock will take place on 
Sunday, 6th April 2025. Bus will leave from Woodies Car Park in Kilkenny at 7.30am with 
collections in Ballyragget, Durrow and Abbeyleix. Please contact 086 1666547 to book. 
 

Trócaire 
You will see at the back of the church the Trócaire boxes. We invite you to take one home and 
to make this a part of your journey through Lent. Anything raised helps transform the lives of 
those who need it most. Thank you. 
 

St. Ignatian Spiritual Exercises for Men  
Fri May 2nd to Mon May 5th (bank holiday) in An Tobar Retreat Centre, Ardbraccan Navan, 
C15 T884. Cost €190 - includes all meals and en-suite single rooms. Call  087 - 348 2148 
or iveireland@ive.org" 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Chapter House Bookshop 
Monday 9.30am till 1.00pm and Tuesday - Friday 9.30am till 5.00pm. 

 
Readers Next Weekend 11am M. Whelan, 5.30pm M. Dowling. 

Eucharistic Ministers 11.00 N. Molloy, R. Heffernan, F. Culleton.  
5.30 R. Neary, B. Cagney.  

 
YOUR PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES: Sr Betty Cagney and Martina Lawlor  

Contact: safeguardingstmarys@ossory.ie 
If you, or anyone you know, has a Safeguarding concern please contact: Diocesan Director 
of Safeguarding and Designated Liaison Person, DLP, Ailish Higgins at 087 8021633 
TUSLA:   Kilkenny 052 6177302; Laois/Offaly  044 9353997;  Waterford 053 9198201   
An Garda Síochána:  1800 555 222  or your local Garda Station 
Towards Healing Helpline: 1800 313416 www.towardshealing.ie 
Towards Peace Helpline: 01 5053028 www.towardspeace.ie 
Please consult the Diocesan website (www.ossory.ie) for all relevant documents and policies. 

Invite your family members to support the Cathedral FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S 
CATHEDRAL at www.stmaryscathedal.ie/friends  


